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CONFIDENTIAL MEXICO 14009 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: FURTHER LAND EXPROPRIATION ACTION BY MEXICAN 
AGRARIAN REFORM SECRETARIAT 

REF: MEXICO 13745 

1 . #SUMMARY : THE MEXICAN SECRETARIAT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
HAS FOLLOWED ITS LAND EXPROPRIATION ACTION OF AUGUST 18 
(SEE REFTEL) WITH ANOTHER ON AUG. 22 AND WITH AN ACCEPT- 
ANCE OF A FORCED "DONATION" OF A LARGE HOLDING OF LAND 
AUG23. WE DO NOT SEE RECENT GOM ACTIONS AS PART OF A 
SERIOUS DRIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL LAND HOLDERS AND RELIEVE 
THAT ANY ADDITIONAL ACTIONS WILL BE DIRECTED AGAINST 
SELECTED POLITICALLY VULNERABLE TARGETS. 

2. ALL VICTIMS OF THE ACTIONS HAVE LONG REPUTATIONS AS 
BEING LATIFUNDISTAS (LARGE LAND HOLDERS) AND WERE THE MOST 
OFT-MENTIONED OF A NUMBER OF ALLEGED LATIFUNDISTAS IDENTI- 
FIED IN THE PRESS RECENTLY. THEY WERE RELATIVELY EASY 
TARGETS FOR GOVERNMENTAL ACTION, AS TWO WERE POLITICIANS 
PAST THEIR PRIME AND ONE WAS APPARENTLY NEVER 
POLITICALLY ACTIVE. 

3. THE ACTION AGAINST THE THREE MAY SATISFY FOR A TIME 
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THE EVER PRESENT CALLS FOR AGRARIAN REFORM. HOWEVER, 

OTHERS, INCLUDING SOME AMERICANS AND A NUMBER OF PROMINENT 
MEXICANS, HAVE ALSO BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING LATIFUNDISTAS 
AND THE POSSIBILITY OF SOME OTHER EXPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE CANNOT AS YET BE DISCOUNTED. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT ANY ADDITIONAL ACTIONS WILL 
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TEND TO BE SELECTIVE IN NATURE, DIRECTED AGAINST THE 
POLITICALLY WEAK, AND THAT THE RECENT GOM MOVES DO NOT 
SIGNAL A SERIOUS CAMPAIGN AGAINST LARGE LANDHOLDERS, 

MANY OF WHOM ARE RUMORED TO BE WELL CONNECTED OFFICIALS 
AND POLITICIANS. FURTHER, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE GOM 
WOULD WISH TO FOSTER A CRISIS ATMOSPHERE IN THE AGRARIAN 
SECTOR, WHICH WOULD INEVITABLY PREJUDICE THE STATED 
LOPEZ PORTILLO POLICIES OF INCREASED AGRICULTURAL PRO- 
DUCTION AND INVESTMENT. MCANINCH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAND REFORMS, LAND NATIONALIZATION, AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MEXIC014009 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780350-0412 
Format: TEL 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780824/aaaaatlb.tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f85b755b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MEXICO 13745 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1621823 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FURTHER LAND EXPROPRIATION ACTION BY MEXICAN AGRARIAN REFORM SECRETARIAT 
TAGS: EAGR, MX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f85b755b-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



